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UUCD Green Sanctuary Committee 

The Green Sanctuary Committee has two related, yet separate, missions: 

Mission 1. To oversee and care for the Outdoor Sanctuary (including the green roof) 
The Green Sanctuary Committee is charged with maintaining all of the outdoor spaces that belong to the 
congregation (the Outdoor Sanctuary). 

Some of our recent projects have included 
• planting spruce trees at the top of our property to form a natural barrier from the road, 
• building a fire ring and a play area at the top of the hill, 
• developing a simple footpath from the building’s east exit to the fire ring area, 
• clearing invasive plants and dead wood, 
• planting perennials on the green roof, 
• creating a pollinator garden with Religious Education, and 
• planning a Memorial Garden. 

Mission 2. To promote understanding and practice of green principles (including environmental 
justice and stewardship of the earth) by the UUCD community as a group and as individuals 
We work to promote green practices and environmental justice at the local and regional levels and beyond.  
Educational programs are a key component of this mission. 

Some of our recent activities have been 
• sponsoring an annual summer potluck and environmental book discussion; 
• selling locally grown greenery and poinsettias as a UUCD fundraiser; 
• planning activities in support of local, sustainable food, e.g., annual gardeners’ market, fall Good Food 

potluck (Good Food Group); and 
• educating about and advocating for climate action and keeping climate action in the forefront of the 

congregation with forums, special services, and after-service activities, and participating with other like-
minded groups in community-wide climate activities (Climate Action Team). 

How you can participate 
• Join the committee or one of the sub-committees.  

o The Green Sanctuary Committee meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm at UUCD.  
o The Climate Action Team meets on the same evening at 5:00 pm at UUCD.   
o The Good Food Group meets as needed. Times and places subject to change. 

• Join our weekly “work parties and potlucks” throughout the summer—help out a little or a lot, it’s all good. 
• Suggest “green” congregational projects or activities. 
• Recommend forum topics on environmental themes. 
• Watch for updates in the monthly and weekly newsletters. 
• Join the listserv: between meetings we communicate via a Google Group; several people choose to be on 

the email list without coming to the meetings. 

Contact the current chair, Ed Hendrickson, at edlindahendrickson@gmail.com with any questions about what the 
Green Sanctuary Committee does or how you can contribute. 

The UUA Green Sanctuary Program and Our History 
The Green Sanctuary Program, which is administered by the UUA, provides a framework through which 
congregations can develop and act on a commitment to the Earth and to the Seventh Principle—to affirm and 
promote respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

In 2001, an existing Environmental Justice Committee at UUCD (then First Unitarian Church of Duluth) took on 
the name Green Sanctuary Committee with the purpose of seeking certification by the UUA of this 
congregation as a Green Sanctuary. Certification entails showing in a number of ways that the congregation as 
a whole is committed to environmentally sustainable practices. In May 2003, the congregation resolved to 
become certified as a Green Sanctuary. Under the leadership of the Green Sanctuary Committee, with Barb 
Akre as chair, the congregation was awarded certification in 2005. Thus, the “Green Sanctuary” is the full 
congregation—that is, all of us. 


