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Highlights of UUCD Outdoor Sanctuary 
(835 W. College St, Duluth, MN, built 2007-2008)  

 

Green roof 11,000 square feet of dirt planted with native grasses and other plants 

Absorbs 70% of rainfall, reducing run-off 

Provides insulation and reduces the urban heat-island effect 

Berm Provides insulation for the building 

This area underwent comprehensive landscaping in June 2012, thanks to a 

generous gift from longtime member Mary Jane Owens 

Garage Building the garage under the building allowed us to have the smallest 

possible footprint for the building and parking lot 

Pond Created to replace vernal pools that were destroyed during construction  

Directed drainage allows pond to hold and process water running off the 

hill before it reaches Chester Creek 

Memorial garden The indicated site has been selected for future development 

Apron Holds water (much like the pond) before sending it beneath College St. to 

Chester Creek 

Woods Wooded areas were not disturbed by construction  

Contain a mix of tree species 

New spruce trees were planted at the edge of Chester Way in 2011 with 

the intention of creating a visual screen as they grow 

Hillside Seeded with grasses after construction was completed 

Much of this grassy slope is self-sustaining 

A portion of the open area is mowed sporadically to keep invasive species 

in check   

Daffodils have been planted along the edges of the trees, and wildflowers 

were planted along the pathway to the pond 

Nook A “hidden” area cleared out under the spruces at the top of the hill for use 

by children and adults for play or relaxation 

Fire ring At the edge of the ridge, with firewood stacked nearby  

Users are responsible for safely starting, monitoring, and extinguishing the 

fire. Water must be brought up to the fire ring 

Playground Not shown in this image (built in 2010) 

Picnic table Not shown on the map, but is usually near the western trail leading from the 

building to the pond. An outdoor tap is located nearby on the building 

  


